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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of using Alikhtibar media in language learning at Mahaad
Tahfiz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat, Malaysia. The activities involved 75 participants in the introduction
and direct trial session on March 18, 2024, as well as first and second-grade high school equivalent
students who attended the training on March 19, 2024.The results of this study indicate that the use
of Alikhtibar media can improve students' listening, reading, and writing skills in Arabic. The exercises
included listening to audio from native speakers, reading Arabic texts, and writing words or sentences
in Arabic. The evaluation methods used were multiple choice, matching empty answers, filling in blanks,
and drag and drop. The recommendation from this study is the broader implementation of Alikhtibar
media in the Arabic language curriculum in other educational institutions. The use of interactive media
and digital technology has proven effective in enhancing language skills and students' learning
motivation. This implementation is expected to significantly contribute to improving the quality of
language learning in educational institutions.
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INTRODUCTION

The Arabic language plays a significant role in education and religion,
especially in countries where the majority of the population practices Islam.
Mastery of the Arabic language not only aids in understanding religious texts
but also opens up opportunities for students to access rich scientific and
cultural literature in this language. However, a common challenge in learning
Arabic is the lack of vocabulary and deep understanding of the language rules,
often causing confusion among students, particularly when conversing in
Arabic or English. This issue is also felt by the students at Mahaad Tahfidz
Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat, Malaysia, highlighting an urgent need to improve
their language skills.

Vocabulary skills are a crucial component in language learning as they
directly impact one's language proficiency. Various effective methods have
been researched and implemented to enhance Arabic vocabulary skills.
Farhan (2024) emphasizes that effective vocabulary development can improve
overall language abilities. Munawwarah & Hibana (2022) also mention that
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vocabulary mastery is vital in language skills, including reading, writing, and
poetry. Implementing strategies such as introducing Arabic vocabulary to
children from an early age can provide significant benefits (Martina, 2024).
Ningtias (2022) asserts that vocabulary mastery is the foundation for various
aspects of knowledge in Arabic language learning.

In the context of Arabic language learning, speaking skills (maharah
kalam) are essential for effective communication. According to Lubis, Siregar,
Rohman, & Damanik (2022), language learning involves interconnected skills
such as listening, speaking, reading, and writing, all of which are essential in
Arabic language education. Nasution (2023) adds that writing skills, including
vocabulary mastery, are highly emphasized in Arabic language education.
Formative and summative assessments indicate significant improvements in
students' language skills (Tuhfa, 2024).

Mastery of Arabic vocabulary is closely linked to these four language
skills. Noviani & Kholiq Hasan (2023) state that tools like the Tobo Arabic app
aim to enhance Arabic vocabulary learning, although students still face
challenges in mastering the vocabulary (Fauziah, 2024). Cahyani et al. (2021)
propose augmented reality-based applications to improve Arabic vocabulary
mastery. The second language acquisition model also underscores the
importance of vocabulary in Arabic language learning (Abidin & Fahmi, 2023).

Various methods, such as using songs to build vocabulary and Total
Physical Response (TPR), have been applied to enhance Arabic vocabulary
skills (Kaeni, 2024). Implementing strategies like games and exercises can aid
in vocabulary retention and motivation to learn Arabic (Nursari &
Nurhidayati, 2023). Additionally, using multimedia tools such as Arabic
Docard and Wordwall has shown promising results in improving Arabic
vocabulary mastery (Aziz & Gantara, 2021; Sya’bani & Fithriyah, 2022).

The use of interactive multimedia tools in language education has proven
to provide significant benefits for both teachers and students during the
learning process. Research shows that interactive multimedia helps educators
explain related materials, generate new interest and motivation, stimulate
learning activities, and provide varied learning materials to enhance student
understanding (Hanifah, 2024). Furthermore, the use of interactive media in
education has been shown to create engaging and effective learning
experiences, increasing student engagement and fostering a dynamic learning
environment (Afif, 2021; Fitriani, Siti Fatimah, & Novitasari, 2022; Saprilia &
Suradi, 2022; Soleh, Nurajizah, & Muryani, 2019; Sumarsono, 2021).

Through interactive multimedia, students can engage in more dynamic
learning experiences, involving various senses and allowing for active
participation in the learning process (Sumarsono, 2021). Interactive teaching
methods, such as interactive training sessions and the use of creative and
innovative media, have also been proven to improve the teaching competence
of early childhood English language teachers (Aminatun, Alita, Rahmanto, &
Putra, 2022; Fitriati, 2023). The effectiveness of multimedia-based interactive
learning in language education has been demonstrated in various studies,
highlighting the importance of integrating technology to create more engaging
and effective learning experiences (Anasti, 2021).

The implementation of the Alikhtibar method in Arabic language
teaching involves the use of active learning strategies. The Musabaqah
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Bitagah Mukhtalitul Kalimah (MBMK) method serves as an active learning
strategy in Arabic language education, promoting student engagement and
participation (Alam & Kasanah, 2020). Additionally, the use of picture cards
in teaching Arabic vocabulary has proven highly efficient in improving
students' ability to memorize and learn Arabic vocabulary (Humayro,
Zuraidah, & Khoiriyah, 2022). The application of the SQ3R method has also
shown success in enhancing students' proficiency in Al-Qiro’ah, emphasizing
the importance of structured reading strategies in Arabic language learning
(Adawiyah, 2024). By integrating these methods, educators can create a
dynamic and engaging Arabic language learning environment that caters to
various learning styles and effectively enhances students' language skills.

Developing effective language teaching strategies for beginner students
requires considering various approaches that suit their learning needs.
Implementing interactive methods such as Total Physical Response (TPR) can
be beneficial in actively involving students in the learning process, especially
in teaching foreign languages like Mandarin (Suhardi & Thamrin, 2022).
Additionally, using strategies like Multiple Reading can help students who
may have previously struggled with English language learning, enhancing
their understanding and reading skills. Methods like Picture Index Card
Match can also help increase students' motivation to learn English by making
the learning process more interactive and enjoyable (Fatmawati et al., 2022).

Furthermore, the Audio-Lingual Method has been identified as an
effective strategy for teaching English vocabulary to elementary school
students, emphasizing the importance of wusing various teaching
methodologies to enhance vocabulary mastery (Meylina & Jufri, 2023). The
use of digital literacy in teaching English reading to elementary school
students has also shown positive results in improving reading skills and
expanding language abilities (Rohmiyati, 2023). The implementation of the
Flipped Learning Model has successfully increased students' confidence in
speaking English and their learning outcomes (Julinar & Yusuf, 2019).

Various studies have investigated the effectiveness of technology-based
learning media in different educational contexts. For instance, a study on the
development of Android-based chemistry learning media aims to increase
students' motivation and cognitive achievement in high school (I. R. Lubis &
Ikhsan, 2015). Another study conducted a systematic literature review on the
effectiveness of digital evaluation media in mathematics education,
emphasizing its positive impact on students' interest and motivation (Azzahro
& Subekti, 2022). Additionally, research on the development of interactive e-
modules based on Flipbook for biology discussions has shown promising
results in improving students' understanding and concept comprehension
(Ayuardini, 2023).

The use of technology-based learning media has been researched across
various subjects and educational levels. Studies have explored how
technology-based learning can enhance creativity in early childhood
education (Asmara, 2023). The effectiveness of interactive multimedia in
teaching physics concepts to prospective teachers has also been highlighted
for visualizing abstract processes and improving learning efficiency
(Gunawan, Harjono, & Sutrio, 2017). The development of Android-based
learning media for teaching momentum and impulse in physics is also
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recognized as an innovative approach in line with technological advancements
(Rivai, Dwi Astuti, Okyranida, & Setia Asih, 2021).

Various studies support the use of interactive learning media and
technology-based methods to enhance language skills and student
motivation. The implementation of the Alikhtibar method at Mahaad Tahfidz
Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat is expected to provide an effective solution to
address the lack of vocabulary and understanding of Arabic and English
among the students, as well as to improve their speaking skills in accordance
with applicable rules.

METHOD IMPLEMENTATION

The Alikhtibar method in Arabic language learning at Mahaad Tahfidz
Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat involves an approach that emphasizes critical
thinking and analysis to enhance students' comprehension and language
skills. This method utilizes technology and interactive media to create a
dynamic and engaging learning environment. Based on research, this method
has proven effective in improving language skills through innovative and
interactive learning strategies (Ayuardini, 2023; Kasmiati, 2023; Urrahmah,
2022).

Community and Participants Description

Mahaad Tahfidz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat, located in Malaysia,
focuses on Tahfidz education and Arabic language teaching. The institution
aims to produce a generation capable of memorizing the Qur'an while
possessing strong Arabic language skills to support their understanding of
religious and academic texts. Its strategic location and conducive
environment make this institute an ideal place for implementing the language
skills improvement program.

The primary target of this program consists of 72 first and second-year
students selected based on their need to enhance their vocabulary and
speaking skills in Arabic. As participants, they will directly benefit from the
Alikhtibar method, designed to address the issue of limited vocabulary and
proper language comprehension.

The students at Mahaad Tahfidz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat come from
diverse backgrounds but share a common goal of mastering the Arabic
language as part of their Tahfidz education. In this program, students will
engage in various learning activities emphasizing the use of technology and
interactive approaches. They will work in groups, participate in discussions,
and use digital applications designed to enrich their learning experience.

The mentoring in this trial and hands-on practice with the media is
aimed at the students of Mahaad Tahfidz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat,
Malaysia. The objective is to enhance language skills through continuous
Alikhtibar tests during the learning process. Observation is used to collect
data and monitor the implementation of the Alikhtibar tests at Mahaad
Tahfidz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat, Malaysia. Evaluation is conducted to
analyze the benchmarks of students' abilities related to the Alikhtibar tests at
the Modern Tahfidz Boarding School Al Gontory Lil Banat, Malaysia.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Alikhtibar is a language test, applicable for both Arabic and English,
used as a form of student learning evaluation (Muhammad, 2023). This test
is divided into three parts in one sitting: reading, writing, and listening
(Alikhtibar, 2024). Therefore, it requires full concentration from the
participants.

In the listening test, students listen to audio in Arabic spoken by native
speakers. For the reading test, students are asked to read and then write their
answers. In the writing test, students are expected to write words or sentences
in the tested language. The Alikhtibar media includes several methods, such
as multiple choice, matching answers, filling in blanks, and drag and drop
(Administrator, 2024).

This Alikhtibar effort will be used in language learning at Mahaad Tahfidz
Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat, Malaysia. It is expected that students can be
assessed in several skill aspects, including listening, writing, and reading
skills.

Media are important communication tools essential for achieving success
in the student learning process. These media can be visual or audio.
Additionally, technological advancements can be utilized in the form of
software to support teaching and learning activities (Elsa, Meisya, Shania,
Ulan, & Usep, 2023). Therefore, media are crucial elements that significantly
aid teachers in successful teaching.

Learning is the process of interaction between teachers and students in
a learning environment (Tanjung & Faiza, 2019). Learning can also be defined
as the process of acquiring new knowledge and forming student character
(Warsita, 2013). In learning activities, media are needed to assist educators
in the teaching and learning process (Mahnun, 2012)

Trial and Training of Alikhtibar Media

To achieve the goals, a direct trial was conducted on Monday, March 18,
2024, from 14:30 to 16:00. Seventy-five participants attended this event to
introduce the Alikhtibar media at the surau of Mahaad Tahfiz Arabic Al
Gontory Lil Banat, Malaysia. The activity aimed to provide participants with
a better understanding of the use and benefits of Alikhtibar media in language
learning evaluation.

After the introduction session (Figure 1), the activity continued with
providing example Arabic language questions in the "istima" or listening
section to all students of Mahaad Tahfiz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat. These
example questions were designed to assess the students' listening skills in
understanding Arabic spoken by native speakers. The students listened to the
audio played and were then asked to answer questions based on what they
heard. This method not only tested their listening skills but also helped them
become more familiar with the nuances and intonations of the Arabic
language.

In addition to the listening test, students were also given practice for
reading and writing tests. In the reading test, students were asked to read
texts in Arabic and answer questions related to the text. Meanwhile, in the
writing test, students were asked to write words or sentences in Arabic based
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on given instructions. This approach allowed for the evaluation of students in
three main skills: listening, reading, and writing.

The Alikhtibar media uses various evaluation methods such as multiple
choice, matching answers, filling in blanks, and drag and drop. This varied
approach is designed to make the evaluation process more interactive and
engaging for the students.

The trial activity is expected to provide a clear picture of the effectiveness
of using Alikhtibar media in language learning at Mahaad Tahfiz Arabic Al
Gontory Lil Banat. Thus, students can be comprehensively assessed in their
Arabic language skills, including listening, reading, and writing. The success
of this trial will serve as the foundation for further implementation in the
language learning curriculum at the institution.

Figure 1. Introduction of Alikhtibar Media to All Students

Figure 2. Documentation of Working on Arabic "Istima" Questions

On Tuesday, March 19, 2024, from 14:30 to 16:00, the International
Community Service Program 2024 continued with a deeper introduction to
the Alikhtibar media. This session focused on first and second-year students,
equivalent to high school level, aiming to provide them with a more specific
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and in-depth understanding of using Alikhtibar media in the language
learning process.

This hands-on training covered various aspects of the Alikhtibar media,
including practice questions in the form of readings, writings, and audio
listening. Students were taught how to solve these questions using the
Alikhtibar method, which includes multiple-choice questions, matching
answers, filling in blanks, and drag and drop.

In the reading practice session, students were asked to read texts in
Arabic and then answer questions related to the texts. The aim of this practice
was to enhance the students' reading skills and their comprehension of Arabic
texts. Additionally, students were given writing practice, where they were
asked to write words or sentences in Arabic based on given instructions. This
exercise aimed to strengthen writing skills and boost students' confidence in
writing in Arabic.

Listening practice also formed an essential part of this training. Students
listened to audio spoken by native Arabic speakers and then answered
questions based on what they heard. This practice was designed to improve
the students' listening skills and help them become more familiar with the
nuances and intonations of the Arabic language.

With this comprehensive training, it is expected that first and second-
year students can understand and utilize the Alikhtibar media more
effectively. This training not only aims to test their language skills but also to
prepare them for more formal language evaluations in the future. The success
of this program is anticipated to make a significant contribution to the quality
improvement of language learning at Mahaad Tahfiz Arabic Al Gontory Lil
Banat, Malaysia.

Figure 3. In-depth Material and Reading Training through Alikhtibar Media
to First-Year High School Students

With this method, first and second-year high school equivalent
students can enhance their language comprehension, discover new
vocabulary previously unknown to them, sharpen their minds, and assess
their standardized language proficiency that they have been learning. The
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researcher also introduced other websites besides Alikhtibar to Al Gontory,
such as Korpus Pesantren, a platform for learning vocabulary in three
languages: Arabic, English, and Indonesian (Alimuddin & Salim, 2022).
Korpus Pesantren Tadwin is owned by Universitas Darussalam Gontor.
Additionally, language quizzes such as Quizizz were also presented as useful
tools.

—

-

Figure 4. Introduction of Korpus Pesantren Tadwin Media Owned by
Universitas Darussalam Gontor

The learning of Alikhtibar media and other websites is a step and effort
to facilitate students in language acquisition. The researcher hopes that this
method can be implemented by the research partners to continually sharpen
their minds in language improvement and assess standardized language
proficiency.

CONCLUSION

This study reveals that the use of Alikhtibar media in language learning
at Mahaad Tahfidz Arabic Al Gontory Lil Banat Malaysia is effective in
improving students' listening, reading, and writing skills in Arabic. The
Alikhtibar media incorporates interactive evaluation methods such as
multiple choice, matching answers, filling in blanks, and drag and drop,
which have proven to enhance student engagement and learning motivation.
The integration of interactive technology in language education has
demonstrated significant improvements in the quality of students' language
skills.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To enhance the effectiveness of language learning, it is recommended
that Alikhtibar media be more widely implemented in Arabic language
curricula across various educational institutions. Educators should adopt
and integrate interactive technology and digital media into their language
teaching strategies to create more engaging and effective learning experiences.
Additionally, it is important to provide training for teachers on the use of
Alikhtibar media and other interactive technologies to improve their teaching
competencies. Continuous evaluation of the effectiveness of Alikhtibar media
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in language learning is also advised to ensure ongoing improvement in
students' language skills. Lastly, the development of more interactive and
innovative technology-based learning media should be pursued to support
dynamic and participatory language teaching and learning processes. By
implementing these recommendations, it is anticipated that the quality of
language education in various institutions can be significantly enhanced,
helping students acquire the necessary language skills for academic and
everyday contexts.
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