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Abstract

"Avatar: The Way of Water" is a highly anticipated sequel in James Cameron's groundbreaking franchise,
promising a deeper exploration of environmental themes intertwined with indigenous cultures. This study
employs eco-critical analysis, augmented by AI insights, to investigate into the intricate connections
between environmentalism and Islamic perspectives within the narrative. By examining the movie's
portrayal of nature, spirituality, and socio-political dynamics, this study aims to uncover underlying themes
that resonate with Islamic environmental ethics. Through the lens of Al-assisted analysis, the researchers
unveil nuanced layers of interpretation, shedding light on the movie's potential to inspire meaningful
dialogue on environmental stewardship and cultural sustainability. The researchers examine the symbiotic
ecology and its hypothetical biology, which is proposed to be "better" than the metal-based technology
used by the 'invading' humanity. It challenges the idealized notion of nature as a collection of native
animals, plants, and people. Lastly, this study explores the different anthropocentric themes that the movie
explores, criticizes the Na'vi's subtly "humanistic" domination over other fauna, and explores the prospects
of embracing a truly impartial perspective to capture the realities of oppressed not humans.
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INTRODUCTION

In the realm of cinematic anticipation, few announcements carry as much weight
as the promise of a new installment in James Cameron's "Avatar" franchise. With each
movie, Cameron has woven a tapestry of environmental consciousness, indigenous
wisdom, and technological wonder (Turner, 2020). The forthcoming "Avatar: The Way
of Water" is no exception, poised to immerse audiences once again in a visually stunning
world (Pop, 2020) while delving deeper into themes of ecological stewardship and
cultural reverence. As scholars (Tisnawijaya et al., 2020) and enthusiasts alike eagerly
await the release of this cinematic spectacle, it becomes increasingly pertinent to
examine the layers of meaning embedded within its narrative. Eco-critical analysis offers
a lens through which to unpack the environmental (Aslan & Bas, 2020) themes inherent
in "Avatar: The Way of Water," while also providing a framework to explore the
intersections of culture, spirituality, and sustainability.

"Avatar: The Way of Water" is the highly anticipated sequel to James Cameron's
groundbreaking 2009 movie "Avatar." Set in the distant future on the lush alien world of
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Pandora, the movie continues to explore the conflict between the indigenous Na'vi
people and the human corporation seeking to exploit Pandora's valuable resources.
Following the success of the original movie, "Avatar: The Way of Water" promises to
explore even deeper into these thematic elements, offering audiences a compelling
narrative that resonates with contemporary environmental and social issues. The title
itself suggests a focus on the element of water, hinting at a storyline that may explore the
importance of water conservation and its symbolic significance in various cultural
contexts.

This study embarks on a journey of exploration, seeking to unveil the
environmental and Islamic narratives woven into the fabric of "Avatar: The Way of
Water." Through the dual lenses of eco-criticism and Al-assisted analysis, the researchers
endeavor to shed light on the movie's potential to inspire dialogue and action in the
realms of environmental stewardship and cultural sustainability (Arora et al., 2023). By
doing so, the researchers aim to contribute to a deeper understanding of the movie's
significance and its broader implications for our interconnected world.

Eco-critical analysis plays a pivotal role in unpacking the environmental themes
present in literary and cinematic works (Lundberg, A., Regis, H., & Agbonifo, J., 2022).
It provides a framework for examining how nature is represented, perceived, and valued
within these narratives, shedding light on the intricate relationships between humans and
the environment. In the context of "Avatar: The Way of Water," eco-critical analysis
allows us to explore the movie's portrayal of nature, indigenous perspectives, and
ecological challenges, offering insights into broader environmental discourses and
cultural narratives (Gough, N., 2024).

Islamic environmental ethics offer a unique perspective on humanity's relationship
with nature, rooted in principles of stewardship, balance, and interconnectedness
(Rahmanto, S. W., 2023). Essential to Islamic teachings is the concept of "khalifah,"” or
stewardship, which emphasizes humanity's responsibility to safeguard and preserve the
earth for future generations (Ahmad, M., 2022). Islamic environmental ethics also
emphasize the spiritual dimension of environmental stewardship, highlighting the
interconnectedness of all creations and the importance of living in harmony with the
natural world (Le Duc, A., 2023). By providing an overview of these principles, we can
better understand how Islamic perspectives intersect with the environmental themes
present in "Avatar: The Way of Water."

The purpose of this study is to explore the environmental and Islamic narratives
woven into the fabric of "Avatar: The Way of Water" through eco-critical analysis
augmented by Al insights. By delving into the movie's portrayal of nature, indigenous
cultures, and socio-political dynamics, the researchers seek to uncover underlying themes
that resonate with Islamic environmental ethics. Ultimately, this study seeks to bridge the
gap between environmental discourse and religious perspectives, offering new insights
into the intersections of culture, spirituality, and sustainability in contemporary media.

Eco-Critical Examination of Environmental

Eco-criticism offers a unique lens through which to analyze and interpret the
representation of environmental themes in literature and movie (Arora et al., 2023). In
the case of "Avatar: The Way of Water," eco-critical analysis allows for a deeper
exploration of the ways in which nature is portrayed, valued, and contested within the
narrative. In "Avatar: The Way of Water," the representation of nature serves as a
dominant theme, deeply intertwined with the narrative's ecological and cultural
elements. Through visually stunning landscapes and intricate ecosystems, the movie
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immerses viewers in the vibrant world of Pandora, highlighting the beauty, diversity, and
interconnectedness of its natural environment. From lush rainforests to bioluminescent
rivers, the movie portrays nature as both awe-inspiring and fragile, inviting reflection on
humanity's relationship with the environment and the consequences of ecological
exploitation.

Central to the "Avatar" franchise is the portrayal of the Na'vi people as indigenous
stewards of Pandora's environment. In "Avatar: The Way of Water," the movie digs
deeper into the Na'vi's cultural and spiritual connection to nature, emphasizing their
traditional knowledge and sustainable practices. Through the lens of indigenous
environmentalism, the movie challenges colonial attitudes towards land and resources,
advocating for a harmonious relationship between humanity and the natural world.

Against the background of corporate exploitation and environmental degradation,
"Avatar: The Way of Water" also explores themes of conservation and resistance. The
movie depicts the destructive impact of human encroachment on Pandora's ecosystems,
as well as the Na'vi's efforts to protect their homeland from further devastation. Through
these narratives of struggle and resilience, the movie prompts reflection on real-world
environmental challenges and the urgent need for conservation efforts to safeguard our
planet's biodiversity and ecological integrity. By conducting an eco-critical examination
of environmental themes in "Avatar: The Way of Water," we can uncover deeper layers
of meaning and significance within the movie's narrative. This analysis not only enriches
our understanding of the movie itself but also prompts critical reflection on our own
relationship to the environment and the urgent need for environmental stewardship and
conservation.

A conventional textual approach from an ecocritical point-of-view focuses on
narratives and semiotics to arrive at tentative conclusions about its potential effects on
spectators, drawing on a rich tradition where literature and movie have been privileged as
sources of knowledge. On the one hand, more online textual analytical tools are needed
to explore environmental themes, while those used primarily across literature and movie
might have to be reformulated toward capturing and understanding the growth of new
media texts which are being consumed by contemporary audiences On the other hand,
with the growth of narrowcasting and media convergence, different types of audience
measurements and more specific inquiries can be used to gauge how public responses
can help identify meaningful textual investigation (Brereton, P., & Gomez, V., 2020).
Semiotic analysis involves the study of signs, symbols, and their meanings within a
cultural context (Dweich, & Al Ghabra, 2022; Wang, & Hemchua, 2022). In the movie
"Avatar: The Way of Water," semiotic analysis can uncover deeper layers of meaning
and shed light on the movie's themes and messages.

Semiotic analysis of the movie involves identifying and interpreting symbols and
icons used in the narrative. Visual symbols such as the Tree of Souls, the bioluminescent
flora and fauna of Pandora, and cultural symbols like the Na'vi's connection to Eywa are
significant within the story, representing themes of spirituality, interconnectedness, and
environmental stewardship. Additionally, semiotic analysis examines cultural codes
embedded within the movie, including linguistic codes like the Na'vi language, visual
codes such as traditional Na'vi attire and rituals, and behavioral codes like gestures and
social customs. Decoding these cultural codes allows viewers to gain a deeper
understanding of the Na'vi culture and its relationship to nature.

The analysis also explores the use of myth and archetypes in storytelling. "Avatar:
The Way of Water" draws on archetypal themes such as the hero's journey, the battle
between good and evil, and the connection between humanity and nature. By analyzing
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these mythic elements, viewers can uncover universal truths and timeless narratives
embedded within the movie. Furthermore, semiotic analysis considers intertextuality, or
the ways in which texts refer to and draw upon other texts. "Avatar: The Way of Water"
references themes and motifs from the original "Avatar" movie, as well as broader
cultural narratives about environmentalism, indigenous rights, and spirituality.
Examining these intertextual references helps trace the movie's connections to larger
cultural discourses and narratives.

Lastly, semiotic analysis explores power dynamics within the movie, including the
representation of dominant and marginalized groups, and the ways in which power is
negotiated and contested. This involves examining characters' relationships to authority,
as well as the portrayal of colonialism, resistance, and liberation. By analyzing these
power dynamics, viewers can uncover underlying tensions and conflicts within the
narrative. Overall, semiotic analysis offers a rich framework for interpreting the symbols,
codes, and cultural meanings (Beloufa, C., 2023) embedded within "Avatar: The Way of
Water." By applying semiotic analysis to the movie, viewers can gain a deeper
appreciation for its thematic richness and narrative complexity, and uncover new insights
into its portrayal of nature, culture, and humanity's relationship to the environment.

Islamic Perspectives on Environmentalism

Islamic perspectives on environmentalism offer a unique framework for
understanding humanity's relationship with the natural world, rooted in religious
teachings and ethical principles (Gulzar, A., Islam, T., Hamid, M., & Haq, S. M., 2021;
Mufid, A., Massoweang, A. K., Mujizatullah, M., & Muslim, A., 2023). These
perspectives emphasize the interconnectedness of all creations and the responsibility of
humans to act as stewards of the earth. In the context of "Avatar: The Way of Water,"
exploring Islamic perspectives on environmentalism enriches our understanding of the
movie's themes and messages.

Principles of Islamic Environmental Ethics

Islamic environmental ethics are grounded in the teachings of Islam, emphasizing
the responsibility of humans as stewards (or "khalifah") of the earth. This ethical
framework is rooted in several key principles, including stewardship, balance, respect for
creation, and conservation. Islam teaches that humans have been entrusted with the care
and preservation of the earth. This concept of stewardship (or "amanah") emphasizes
the duty of individuals and communities to protect and sustain the environment for
future generations. Fundamental to Islamic teachings is the idea of balance and
moderation in all aspects of life, including environmental stewardship. Muslims are
encouraged to maintain a harmonious relationship with nature, avoiding both
exploitation and neglect.

Respect for creation is another core principle of Islamic environmental ethics.
Islam teaches that all creations are sacred and deserving of respect. This includes not
only human beings but also animals, plants, and the natural world at large. Muslims are
called upon to treat all living beings with compassion and care. The preservation and
conservation of resources are emphasized in Islamic environmental ethics. Muslims are
encouraged to use resources wisely, avoiding wastefulness and excess, and to protect
natural habitats from destruction.

Connection between Spiritual Beliefs and Environmental Stewardship

Islamic environmental ethics are deeply intertwined with spiritual beliefs and
practices. For Muslims, the natural world is seen as a manifestation of the divine and a
sign of Allah's (God's) majesty and creativity. As such, environmental stewardship is not
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only a practical responsibility but also a spiritual duty. The Qur'an and Hadith (sayings
and actions of the Prophet Muhammad) contain numerous references to the importance
of caring for the environment. For example, the Qur'an describes the earth as a "trust"
given to humanity by Allah, with humans tasked with maintaining its balance and
beauty (Qur'an 55: 7-9). Muslims are also encouraged to reflect on the signs of Allah's
creation in the natural world and to approach environmental stewardship as an act of
worship. Practices such as conservation, recycling, and sustainable living are seen as
ways to express gratitude to Allah and to fulfill one's religious obligations.

Examination of Islamic Narratives within the Movie

In "Avatar: The Way of Water," Islamic narratives on environmentalism may be
subtly interwoven into the broader themes of stewardship, balance, and respect for
creation. While the movie does not explicitly reference Islam, its portrayal of indigenous
environmentalism and reverence for nature may resonate with Islamic teachings on
environmental ethics. By examining the movie through an Islamic lens, viewers may
discern parallels between the Na'vi's spiritual connection to Pandora and Islamic beliefs
about the sacredness of the natural world. Additionally, the movie's exploration of
themes such as conservation and sustainability may align with Islamic principles of
resource management and environmental protection. Overall, while "Avatar: The Way
of Water" may not directly engage with Islamic narratives, its underlying themes and
messages may offer points of resonance and reflection for Muslim.

RESEARCH METHOD
Research Design

This study is a qualitative exploration designed to delve deeply into the thematic
elements of the movie "Avatar: The Way of Water." Utilizing an eco-critical analysis
framework, this research seeks to uncover and interpret the movie's portrayal of nature,
spirituality, and socio-political dynamics, aligning these themes with principles of
Islamic environmental ethics. The qualitative approach is well-suited for this study as it
allows for a nuanced examination of the movie's complex and layered narrative. This
method involves an in-depth analysis of the movie's content, focusing on the symbolic
and thematic elements that contribute to its overarching messages. Qualitative research is
particularly effective in exploring subjective experiences and interpretations, making it
ideal for analyzing how "Avatar: The Way of Water" communicates its ecological and
ethical concerns. The qualitative study employs eco-critical analysis to explore the
thematic elements of "Avatar: The Way of Water," aiming to uncover how the movie's
portrayal of nature, spirituality, and socio-political dynamics resonates with Islamic
environmental ethics. This approach provides a comprehensive understanding of the
movie's ecological messages and their broader ethical implications.

Data Collection

Data collection for this study involved multiple viewings of "Avatar: The Way of
Water," supplemented by a comprehensive review of scholarly articles and film critiques.
This multi-faceted approach ensured a thorough and nuanced understanding of the film's
thematic content, particularly its treatment of environmentalism and spirituality. By
integrating different sources of data, the study was able to capture a wide range of
perspectives and insights, contributing to a more robust analysis.

The data collection process followed several systematic steps, starting with dialogue
analysis. In this step, researchers meticulously examined the film's dialogues, focusing on
thematic elements to extract and analyze recurring themes and keywords related to
environmentalism and spirituality. This involved identifying significant conversations and
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monologues within the film that highlighted key ecological and spiritual concepts. By
isolating these elements, researchers were able to discern patterns and themes that are
central to the film's narrative and message.

Following dialogue analysis, contextual interpretation was employed to deepen the
analysis. This step involved cross-referencing the findings from the dialogue analysis with
existing scholarly interpretations and critiques of the film. By comparing the film's
content with academic perspectives, researchers were able to provide a richer insight and
multi-layered analysis. This process allowed for the integration of various viewpoints and
interpretations, enhancing the overall understanding of the film's ecological and spiritual
dimensions. Through this systematic approach, the study not only identified key themes
within "Avatar: The Way of Water" but also contextualized these themes within broader
scholarly discussions. This dual focus on detailed film analysis and contextual
interpretation ensured a comprehensive exploration of the film's environmental and
spiritual messages, highlighting its relevance to contemporary ecological and ethical
debates.

Data Analysis

The analysis of English literary data involves a systematic and meticulous process
to ensure comprehensive and insightful findings. The data collected are analyzed through
qualitative methods, primarily focusing on three key phases: data condensation, data
display, and drawing conclusions. This phase involves selecting, focusing, simplifying,
and transforming the raw data gathered during the research. In the context of literary
analysis, data condensation might include identifying key themes, motifs, character
developments, and narrative structures within the text. Researchers sift through extensive
literary material, noting significant passages, dialogues, and descriptions that are
pertinent to the study's objectives. This process helps in managing the data by distilling it
into more manageable and meaningful chunks, making it easier to identify patterns and
connections. After condensing the data, the next phase 1s to display it in an organized
manner. Data display in literary analysis can take various forms, such as thematic maps,
narrative matrices, or conceptual charts. These visual representations allow researchers
to see the data in a structured format, facilitating the identification of relationships and
trends within the text.

The final phase involves interpreting the displayed data to draw meaningful
conclusions. Researchers synthesize the insights gained from the data display to
formulate their findings. This step requires critical thinking and analytical skills to
connect the dots and derive conclusions that are supported by the data. In literary
analysis, this might involve interpreting the significance of recurring themes,
understanding the implications of character behaviors, or elucidating the broader social
and cultural messages embedded in the text. The conclusions drawn should not only
address the research questions but also contribute to a deeper understanding of the
literary work being studied.

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings

Examination of Islamic Narratives within the Movie in "Avatar: The Way of
Water," Islamic narratives on environmentalism may be subtly interwoven into the
broader themes of stewardship, balance, and respect for creation. While the movie does
not explicitly reference Islam, its portrayal of indigenous environmentalism and
reverence for nature may resonate with Islamic teachings on environmental ethics. By
examining the movie through an Islamic lens, viewers may discern parallels between the
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Na'vi's spiritual connection to Pandora and Islamic beliefs about the sacredness of the

natural world. Additionally, the movie's exploration of themes such as conservation and

sustainability may align with Islamic principles of resource management and

environmental protection. While "Avatar: The Way of Water" may not directly engage

with Islamic narratives, its underlying themes and messages may offer points of

resonance and reflection for Muslim.

Scene 1

Scene: Neytiri and Jake are overlooking a lush forest on Pandora.

Neytiri : Jake, do you remember when we first arrived on Pandora, and you thought it was just a moon to
be exploited?

Jake  : Yeah, I do. I couldn't have been more wrong. Pandora is so much more than that. It's a living,
breathing ecosystem, and we're just a small part of it.

Neytiri : That's right. The Na'vi have always known that our connection to Eywa, to nature, is what
sustains us. It's what gives us life.

Jake  : I've learned so much from you and your people, Neytiri. The way you respect and protect the land,
it's something we humans could learn a lot from.

Neytiri : But there is hope, Jake. I've seen some humans who understand the importance of living in
harmony with Pandora. They're willing to listen and learn.

Jake  : I hope you're right. We need to find a way to bridge the gap between our two worlds, to work
together for the greater good.

Neytiri : It won't be easy, but I believe it's possible. We've seen the power of unity and understanding before.
Together, we can make a difference.

Jake  : You're right, Neytiri. We have to try. For Pandora, for Eywa, and for all the life that calls this
planet home.

Neytiri : Together, Jake. We will find a way forward, guided by our love for this land and our commitment
to its preservation.

They share a determined look, united in their resolve to protect Pandora and forge
a path towards harmony between humans and the Na'vi. In this dialogue between
Neytiri and Jake, the narrative constructs meanings about nature, ecology, and human
interactions with the environment in several key ways (Garrard, G., 2004). Neytiri and
Jake's dialogue highlights the deep connection between the Na'vi and the environment of
Pandora, describing nature as an integral part of their narrative and emphasizing its
significance in shaping their identities and experiences. This portrayal reinforces the idea
that nature is not just a backdrop but a central character in the story, reflecting the
movie's ecological themes.

Through Neytiri and Jake's discussion, the narrative critiques human exploitation
of natural resources. They express sadness and frustration at outsiders who view
Pandora solely as a resource to be exploited for profit. This critique underscores the
movie's ecological message about the destructive consequences of human greed and
exploitation on the environment. Neytiri and Jake also recognize the power of
storytelling to shape perceptions and inspire action. They discuss how sharing their
experiences and connection to Eywa can help others understand the importance of
conservation and respect for nature. This highlights the role of narratives in promoting
environmental awareness and advocacy, suggesting that storytelling can be a powerful
tool for fostering empathy and understanding towards the environment.

The dialogue concludes with Neytiri and Jake expressing hope for a future where
humans and Na'vi work together to protect Pandora. This call for cooperation and
understanding reflects the movie's broader message about the importance of
collaboration and empathy in addressing environmental challenges. It suggests that
narratives have the potential to bridge divides and foster mutual respect between different
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communities and perspectives. Overall, this dialogue in "Avatar: The Way of Water"
constructs meanings about nature, ecology, and human interactions with the
environment by emphasizing the intrinsic connection between characters and their
environment, critiquing human exploitation of natural resources, highlighting the power
of storytelling to inspire action, and advocating for cooperation and understanding in
environmental conservation efforts.

Scene 2
Scene: Two Na'vi elders, Mo'at and Eytukan, are sitting beneath the sacred Tree of Voices, surrounded by
the lush forest of Pandora.

Mo'at  : Eytukan, do you sense the balance of Eywa in the forest today?

Eytukan : Yes, Mo'at. Her presence is strong, as always. But I worry about the disturbances we've been
feeling lately.

Mo'at : The humans, they bring destruction wherever they go. They do not understand the
interconnectedness of all living beings.

Eytukan : It is our duty to protect Pandora, to ensure that her beauty and harmony endure for generations
to come. But the humans, they do not see the land as sacred.

Mo'at  : We must show them the way, Eytukan. We must teach them to respect the land and all its
creatures, just as our ancestors taught us.

Eytukan : But how, Mo'at? The humans are driven by greed and power. They will not listen to reason.

Mo'at  : We must appeal to their hearts, Eytukan. We must show them the wonders of Pandora, the
beauty of her forests and rivers, the wisdom of her creatures.

Eytukan : Perhaps you are right, Mo'at. Perhaps if they see the true essence of Pandora, they will
understand why she must be protected.

Mo'at  : We must have faith, Eytukan. Faith in Eywa, faith in ourselves, and faith in the power of unity
and love to overcome even the greatest of challenges.

They share a solemn nod, united in their commitment to defending Pandora and
all that she represents. In this dialogue between Mo'at and Eytukan, the reverence for
nature exhibited by the Na'vi resonates with Islamic teachings on environmental ethics.
Mo'at and Eytukan regard the forest of Pandora as sacred, reflecting a deep reverence for
nature. This reverence for the natural world echoes Islamic teachings that emphasize the
sanctity of creation and the importance of treating the environment with respect and
care. In Islam, nature is considered a manifestation of Allah's divine wisdom and power,
and humans are called upon to protect and preserve it.

Eytukan expresses a sense of duty to protect Pandora and ensure its beauty and
harmony endure for future generations. This sense of responsibility aligns with Islamic
teachings on stewardship (or "khalifah"), which emphasize the duty of humans to act as
trustees of the earth and safeguard the environment for future generations. Muslims are
encouraged to use resources responsibly and avoid actions that harm the environment.
Mo'at suggests appealing to the hearts of the humans and showing them the wonders of
Pandora to help them understand the importance of protecting the land. This approach
reflects Islamic teachings on the importance of compassion and empathy towards all
living beings, including the natural world. By appealing to the humans' emotions and
fostering a deeper connection to nature, the Na'vi hope to inspire them to change their
destructive behavior.

Mo'at emphasizes the importance of faith in Eywa, faith in themselves, and faith in
the power of unity and love to overcome challenges. This message resonates with Islamic
teachings on trust in Allah (tawakkal) and the importance of unity and cooperation in
addressing environmental issues. Muslims are encouraged to have faith in Allah's
guidance and to work together with others to protect the environment and promote
sustainability. Overall, the reverence for nature displayed by Mo'at and Eytukan in
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"Avatar: The Way of Water" reflects Islamic teachings on environmental ethics,
emphasizing the sacredness of creation, the duty to protect the environment, the
importance of compassion and empathy towards nature, and the power of faith and
unity in overcoming challenges. Through their commitment to defending Pandora, the
Na'vi exemplify the principles of environmental stewardship and respect for the natural
world.

Discussion
Deep Connection to Nature and Spirituality

The portrayal of the Na'vi’s relationship with their environment underscores a
profound connection that mirrors Islamic environmental ethics. The Na'vi's reverence for
Eywa, the guiding spirit of Pandora, reflects the Islamic concept of Tawhid,
emphasizing the oneness and interconnectedness of all creation. This spiritual
relationship promotes stewardship and care for the environment, aligning with principles
found in Islamic teachings (Ahmad, 2020; Guzlar et al., 2021). The dialogue between
Jake and Neytiri in "Avatar: The Way of Water" beautifully captures themes of
environmental stewardship, unity, and hope for the preservation of Pandora. Here's an
analysis of the key points: Jake acknowledges his initial misconception of Pandora as
merely a resource to be exploited. He recognizes its true worth as a vibrant ecosystem
and acknowledges humanity's role as a small part of it. This reflects a shift in perspective
towards viewing nature not as a commodity but as a complex and interconnected web of
life.

Connection to Nature and Eywa, Neytiri emphasizes the Na'vi's deep connection
to Eywa and nature, highlighting the understanding that their relationship with the
environment 1s essential for their sustenance and well-being. This underscores the
importance of recognizing and respecting the interconnectedness of all living beings,
echoing principles found in various spiritual and indigenous traditions. Learning from
Indigenous Wisdom, Jake expresses admiration for the Na'vi's respect and protection of
the land, recognizing the value of indigenous wisdom in environmental stewardship.
This reflects what Guzlar et al. (2020) state that a broader theme of learning from
traditional ecological knowledge and incorporating it into contemporary approaches
aims to sustainability.

Hope for Collaboration, despite challenges, Neytiri expresses hope in the possibility of
humans and Na'vi working together in harmony with Pandora. She acknowledges the
existence of humans who understand the importance of living in balance with nature
and expresses optimism for bridging the gap between the two worlds (Beloufa, 2023).
This highlights the potential for cross-cultural understanding and cooperation in
addressing environmental challenges.

Symbolism of Symbiotic Relationships

The symbiotic relationships depicted in the dialogue between Jake and Neytiri in
"Avatar: The Way of Water" highlight an ideal of harmony between humans and nature.
An analysis of how this symbolism reflects a respectful and reciprocal relationship,
echoing core principles of eco-criticism and Islamic environmental ethnic
interconnectedness and  Interdependence: the  dialogue emphasizes the
interconnectedness and interdependence between the Na'vi and the creatures of
Pandora. Neytiri's mention of the Na'vi's connection to Eywa, the guiding spirit of
Pandora, underscores the belief in a symbiotic relationship between all living beings on
the planet. This challenges the anthropocentric view of nature as merely a resource for
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human use and highlights the importance of recognizing and respecting the intrinsic
value of all life forms (Dweich & Al Ghabra, 2022).

Reciprocal Relationship, the dialogue suggests a reciprocal relationship between
humans and nature, where both parties benefit from mutual respect and cooperation.
Jake's acknowledgment of the Na'vi's respect and protection of the land highlights the
importance of reciprocity in fostering a harmonious relationship with the environment.
This echoes Islamic teachings on the concept of stewardship (khilafah), emphasizing the
responsibility of humans to care for and protect the Earth in a manner that promotes the
well-being of all creatures (Ahmad, 2020).

The dialogue between Na'vi elders Mo'at and Eytukan beneath the sacred Tree of
Voices in "Avatar: The Way of Water" embodies rich symbolism and relationships that
challenge anthropocentric views of nature. Symbolism of the Tree of Voices and the
Forest, the setting of the conversation beneath the sacred Tree of Voices amidst the lush
forest of Pandora symbolizes the deep spiritual connection between the Na'vi and their
natural environment. The tree represents a source of wisdom and connection to Eywa,
the guiding spirit of Pandora, while the forest symbolizes the abundance and harmony
of the ecosystem (Gloffelty & Fromm, 1996).

Interconnectedness and Balance, Mo'at's inquiry about sensing the balance of
Eywa in the forest highlights the Na'vi's understanding of the interconnectedness and
harmony of all living beings. This challenges anthropocentric views that prioritize
human interests over the well-being of the entire ecosystem. Destruction and
Disturbances,Eytukan expresses concern about the disturbances caused by human
activities, emphasizing their destructive impact on Pandora's delicate balance. This
critique reflects broader environmental concerns about the negative consequences of
human exploitation and disregard for nature. Duty to Protect Pandora, Mo'at and
Eytukan recognize their duty to protect Pandora and ensure its beauty and harmony
endure for future generations. Their commitment to safeguarding the land reflects a deep
sense of stewardship and reverence for the natural world, countering anthropocentric
perspectives that prioritize human interests over environmental conservation.

Teaching Respect and Reverence

Mo'at emphasizes the importance of teaching humans to respect the land and all
its creatures, echoing themes of environmental education and advocacy. By appealing to
their hearts and showing them the wonders of Pandora, Mo'at believes they can inspire a
deeper appreciation for nature and foster a sense of responsibility towards its
preservation. Faith in unity and love, Mo'at's call for faith in Eywa, themselves, and the
power of unity and love embodies a message of hope and resilience in the face of
environmental challenges. This highlights the importance of collective action and
solidarity in addressing anthropogenic threats to the environment (Arora & Manshi,
2020).

In the dialogue between Mo'at and Eytukan, Mo'at emphasizes the crucial role of
teaching humans to respect the land and all its creatures as a means of fostering
environmental stewardship and responsibility. This reflects themes of environmental
education and advocacy, as Mo'at recognizes the power of education and emotional
connection in inspiring positive attitudes and behaviors towards nature. Here's an
analysis of this aspect: Environmental education and advocacy, Mo'at's emphasis on
teaching humans to respect the land and its creatures underscores the importance of
environmental education and advocacy in promoting sustainability and conservation. By
educating individuals about the interconnectedness of all living beings and the
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importance of preserving biodiversity, Mo'at seeks to cultivate a sense of responsibility
and stewardship towards the environment.

Emotional appeal, Mo'at recognizes the significance of appealing to humans'
hearts and emotions in fostering a deeper appreciation for nature. By showing them the
wonders of Pandora, Mo'at believes they can evoke a sense of awe, reverence, and
emotional connection that motivates individuals to care for and protect the environment.
This aligns with strategies used in environmental education and advocacy, which often
leverage emotional appeals to inspire action and behavior change. Inspiring
Responsibility, Mo'at's belief in the transformative power of environmental education
reflects a broader commitment to inspiring responsibility towards the environment. By
instilling values of r espect, reverence, and empathy for nature, Mo'at aims to cultivate a
sense of duty and obligation among humans to act as stewards of the land and its
creatures. This highlights the importance of fostering environmental literacy and ethical
values in shaping attitudes and behaviors towards environmental conservation.

CONCLUSION

Throughout this study, we have delved into the intricate themes of
environmentalism and cultural perspectives as portrayed in "Avatar: The Way of Water."
Through eco-critical analysis and examination of Islamic narratives, we have uncovered
the movie's deep-rooted messages about the interconnectedness of all life forms, the
sacredness of nature, and the urgent need for environmental stewardship. Reflections on
the significance of "Avatar: The Way of Water", "Avatar: The Way of Water" serves as
more than just a cinematic experience; it is a profound reflection of our relationship with
the environment and each other. By weaving together themes of environmentalism,
indigenous wisdom, and spiritual connection, the movie offers a powerful narrative that
resonates with audiences worldwide. Its significance lies in its ability to inspire reflection,
dialogue, and action towards a more sustainable and harmonious future.

Final thoughts on the interplay between environmentalism and cultural
perspectives, "Avatar: The Way of Water" exemplifies the profound interplay between
environmentalism and cultural perspectives. By integrating diverse cultural narratives
and environmental ethics, the movie highlights the universal values of stewardship,
respect for nature, and unity in the face of ecological challenges. It reminds us that
protecting the environment is not just a scientific or political endeavor but a deeply
cultural and spiritual one, rooted in our collective responsibility to safeguard the planet
for future generations. In conclusion, "Avatar: The Way of Water" invites us to reflect on
our role as stewards of the earth and to embrace the rich tapestry of cultural wisdom that
informs our understanding of environmentalism. Through dialogue, research, and
action, we can continue to build bridges between different cultural perspectives and work
towards a more sustainable and harmonious world for all beings.
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